EDITOR’S NOTE

This volume contains extended notes to lectures and presentations given during the First Nonorthodox School on Nonlinearity and Geometry, Warsaw 1995. The first thirteen articles made up the body of the ‘Days for Newcomers’ and are review in nature, the others were special topics presented in the second part of the conference.

This publication would not be possible without the good will and support of many people and organizations. We take this opportunity to thank the authorities of the Center for Theoretical Physics, Polish Academy of Sciences for positive attitude towards this work which made it possible. Paweł Klimczewski and Cezary Śliwa are acknowledged for their help with printing, scanning, editing and LATEX.

Without Professor Antoni Sym, the main organizer of the NOSONGE, the conference would never take place. He’s been a constant inspiration and a friend to us for many years. We dedicate this work to him.

Jan Cieśliński Daniel Wójcik